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ANSWER TO DR. YERKES 

by John Harwood 

Dr* Robert K. Yerkes, founder of the Yerkes laboratories of Pri¬ 
mate Biology, enjoys debunking the Tarzan stories of Edgar Rice Bua> 
roughs. _ 


In the Saturday Evening Post 
for August 2, 1947 there is an ar¬ 
ticle by Greer Williams entitled 
"What We Can Learn Prom the Apes? 
The article deals with the work 
of Dr. Yerkes in his study of the 
habits of chimpanzees as related 
to the habits of Man. 

He is mentioned as stating 3 
instances in which Edgar Rice Bur¬ 
roughs is wrong in his portrayal 
of the characteristics of theses 
in the Tarzan books. They are as 
follows: 

1. Chimpanzees have no language. 

2. They do not eat meat,except 
maybe birds. 

3. They do not swim. 

Prom a glance at these three 
Statements it will be seen by Bur¬ 
roughs fans, that Dr. Yerkes can 
not hare read very many of the 
Tarzan books* In the first place. 
Burroughs invented a new type of 
ape when he wrote about the anth¬ 
ropoid apes. The apes with which 
Tarzan is associated are a cross 
between the chimpanzee and the 
gorilla. They are supposed to bare 
the intelligence of the chimpan¬ 
zee combined with the strength of 
the gorilla. The Gorilla i a about 
five foot eight to six feet tall 
while the apes of Tarzan are tp to 
seven feet tall and more than a 


match for a gorilla when fully 
grown. 

As Burroughs has said at ti¬ 
mes, the anthropoid apes do not 
hare a regular language.They com¬ 
municate by guttural sounds and 
gestures which convey their mean¬ 
ing, but when Mr. Burroughs wri¬ 
tes it down it is more convenie¬ 
nt to translate it into a regul¬ 
ar conversation Instead of just 
translating the sounds and des¬ 
cribing the gestures and letting 
the reader figure it out for him¬ 
self. 

In the books the apes do not 
make a regular habit of eating 
meat. It is only when they kill 
an enemy that they eat the flesh 
and it is usually as & ceremoni¬ 
al, a symbol of their victory-"ov¬ 
er the fee. Tarzan needed fresh 
meat more than the apes, so when 
he first tasted it at one ef the 
occasions when the apes had kill¬ 
ed a foe he discovered he liked 
it so much he took to it as a st¬ 
eady diet. 

Tarzan learned to swim when 
he was forced to leap into the 
water to escape the claws of Sa¬ 
bo r when lie was young. Up to that 
time he had hated the water. The 
apes never cared for it and did 
no swimming unless in the case of 
an emergency. Yerkes proved that 
chimpanzees can't swim by drcping 




then into ^ater, but as I said be 
fore the apes were of a diixorent 
species than either the chinpan - 
zees or the gorillas. In scoe of 
the hooks white men seeing the apes 
for the first tine afe startledto 
note how txuch tad re humanlike they 
are than the gorillas. 

Aside from. this, the article 
is very interesting, describing 
as it does, the doctor's experien 
-ces with the primates. 


Editors note- 

Mr. Burroughs has of¬ 
ten said that he intends only to, 
entertain with his stories. He ex¬ 
pects no one to take theid seriou¬ 
sly or wants anyone to believe 
that nan can talk with ape anyno- 
re than Kipling wanted his read¬ 
ers to believe that Mowgli could 
converse with all beasts, We fans 
of Mr. Burroughs "believe" iri the 
characters he created because we 
enjoy then nore that way. We be¬ 
lieve in larzan, John Carter and 
the other E.R.B. characters in 
the sane way that Mr. Doyle's fans 
believe in Sherlock Holmes and 
have even offered proof of his 
existence. The world of fantasy 
offers unlimited sources of enter 
-tainnent and Mr. Burroughs is 
the greatest inaginative enter¬ 
tainer of them, all* 


Artist'Hogarth Is now draw- 
ingfboth the daily and the Sunday 
Tartan strips. The daily strip'is 
now running a picturlzed version 
of "At the Earth/■ Core". It nay 
seem strange that the Pellucidar 
series are being printed in oar- 
toon strip form under the Tarzan 
title, but Jason Gridley is nar¬ 
rating the adventures of. David 
Innes at the earth's cere to the 
ape-nan. Tarzan, himself, is the 
/Star of the fourth story in the 
•Pellucidar series, .so the series 
are not really out of place ap¬ 
pearing in the Tarzan strip. 

-H- 

September 1st was Mr. Burr¬ 
oughs birthday. In behalf of all 
Burroughs fans the Bulletin wish¬ 
es him the happiest of birthdays 
and many, many of then, C-ood luck 
and God bless you,Edgar Rice Bur¬ 
roughs* 


BOOK RE-VUE 

by Maurice B. Gardner 

In '"Tarzan and the Pcreign Le¬ 
gion"., Edgar Rice Burroughs stri¬ 
kes. a higher note in entertainme¬ 
nt than ever in his 36 years of 
writing fiction. Though it has 
been 8 years since the last Tar¬ 
zan book,(Tarzan the-Magnificent, 
Sept.1939^thiB new book is the top 
notch Tarzan of the entire 22 that 
have been published. It has been 
revealed for the first time that 
Tarzan has acquired perpetual you¬ 
th, and fron the manner of the te¬ 
lling, one might assume the auth¬ 
or has likewise done so.The writ- 
of the neW Tarzan story reveals Mr. 
Burroughs has a keen insight, and 
his ever present ability of plot 
structure makes the book the grea¬ 
test straight adventure of his 53 
titles. 

The action of the book takes 
place in the He the rl and East Indies, 
far from Tarzan's domain; but it 
Auto be assured wherever Tarzan is, 
there is plenty of fast action,es¬ 
pecially when the Japs are invad¬ 
ing that large island during the 
recent war. Substitutes of his old 
time friends and enemies are pre¬ 
sent, in addition to the tiger* 
whom the ape-man subdues in rec¬ 
ord time, 

THE LOVELY LADY, a B-24 Liber- 
ator,.is on a photographic missi¬ 
on over; Sumatra with Col. Clayton 
aboard* Hohe of the Liberator’s 
Crew know'that he is Tarzan. Only 
when they are forced down in the 
jungle are they aware the English 
"Dock" is’Boneone to be admired, 
for in primitive fashion he fur¬ 
nishes -then, food and teanhes them 
How to get along in their precar¬ 
ious positibri, for Japs are ever 
present. 

" Two of the crew are woman hate¬ 
rs, but the rescue of Corrie van 
de Meer, and the advent of Sarina, 
grand-daughter of a Borneo head¬ 
hunter and a roving Dutch oaptain, 
keeps the readers ronantie iirtor- 
est unflagced. The humor and rep¬ 
artee of the surviving members re¬ 
veals that Mr. Burroughs has not 
patrolled the Pacific as a war ccr- 
respendant in vain, Cont . page 4 



The UNWRITTEN STORIES°f E.RB 

by John Harwood 

Hare any of you fans ever read a book by Edgar Rice Burroughs 
and cone across a passage that aroused your interest to such an ex¬ 
tent that you said to yourself, "Why doesn't Burroughs let us hear 
nore about this?" 

I hare often had this experience. This article iB to let you 
in on a few of the ideas for other books that hare passed through 
my nind. 

You all remember, of course, when Tarzan first visits Opar in 
"•The Return of Tarzan". In one roon he notices that there are gold¬ 
en tablets set into the walls. These tablets were covered with hei- 
roglyphics. 

Would it.be possible that these tablets contained the history 
of Opar and the nether coritinent of'Atlantis? Why not have the bocJc 
Btart off with Tarzan and sone archaeclegist* maybe Erich von Haiw 
ben, arriving at Opar.. Tarzan persuades La to let Ehrich study the 
tablets. As he slowly deciphers the writing on the tablets we see... 

A warrior of Atlantis falls in love with a priestess of the 
Sun, As a punishment for this sacrilege they are banished to the 
colony of Opar. Just as the ship sails out of the harbor, the earth¬ 
quakes which have been occurring for several years break into renew¬ 
ed fury. Buildings start crumpling, the mountains start tumbling md 
the ship has a hard time getting away. A few days later Hature real¬ 
ly lets go and as the continent vanishes the resulting waves toss 
the ship up on the African coast killing all but the warrior and the 
priestess. After many adventures they finally reach Opar where an 
official, who has arrived ahead of them by another ship, has them 
sentenced: the priestess to serve in the temple, never to see any 
other humans but the priests and priestesses of the Sun: the warrior 
to be assigned to the most dangerous active duty against the natives 
and the wild beasts of the Jungle. 

As decades pass, a new type of man appears on the seen*. be¬ 
cause of the fact that the only women in Opar are priestesses* ths 
men of the lower classes start mating with captive female apes. Ihie 
is forbidden by law, but gradually a new race appears in spite of 
the fact that all offspring of such a union are slain whenever dis- 
covered.'Thess hybrids haunt the Jungles beyond the. cltyrwhisrj® they 
thrive in face of the expeditions sent out to exterminate them. Ths 
hybrids finally become great enough in numbers to overthrow ths hu- 
mans who are all but destroyed. Among the few who escape are' the de» 
Cendants qf the unfortunate ; lovers we read about at the beginning of 
the story* The hybrids take over the temple and become as Tarzan 
found then centuries later. 

Re m e mb er In "Tarzan the Untamed" the bones of the ancient 3pa^ 
niBh fighting nan and the nap case which Tarzan found? The map case 
goes into Tarzan's quiver of arrows and that’s the last we hear of 
it. The nap can’t be of the City of Lunatics because later on in 
the book one of the oiharacters tells the story of the warrior of hang. 
Ago. He fights his way into the city, stays long enough to obtain 
food and water and then i.’.ghts his way out again. If he had used ^he 
map to guide him to the ^ity he wouldn't have came alone if it were 
such a dange-roua placa* He couldn't have made the nap after he left 



the city because he was so closely followed "by the.rparty sent after 
h^iri that he v/nuldn’t have had the time. Besides, what would he he do¬ 
ing with the blank parchment and case when he i^ould have needed nore 
essential equipment? 

Maybe this story also could start off with Tarzan and Ehrich. 

Ton Harben discussing the ancient manuscript. As in the previous st¬ 
ory Ehrich translates the writing and we go into the past again, I 
won’t go into any details with this; or the following ideas, jupt en¬ 
ough to let you use your own imagination. Maybe some Spanish party 
discovers a city in the jungles or deserts of Africa,vget into trou¬ 
ble -with the inhabitants and escape leaving one of their number be¬ 
hind. The man left behind would stay there for several years before 
he escapee. Before he escapes he'writes down his experiences' andno- 
kes a map of the city. He does this while the events are still fresh 
in his mind so that he will be able to relate as much as possible • 
when he returns home. Possibly the city might be the Ci-ty of Gold and 
the story would tell of how. the people became split into two commun¬ 
ities* the City of Gold and the City of Ivory, 

.n “Tarzaij .the,,Magni f icent" 'Burroughs hints at a story In which 
Tarzt-.q prevents.i h, '.war.-by investigating-rumors, t&at .-an-European power 
i^ typing to bribe'.the ..natives to disloyalty ,tp-another power* What 
"happens? Tarzan doSsh’t conduct'inyestigatiqns jupt Tjy asking,quest¬ 
ions and receiving answers *...That’s-;why. Tarzan is : so ^popular with.re¬ 
aders all >over the World, Again I ask "What happens?" Wouldn’t you 
lifce to know. 

Getting -away frorl'Tarzan, how about an adventure ofDavid Innes 
on the neon of. Pellucidar7 It would, be easy to -get. there, ..-being only 
; a mile above the surface.of P_elluqi-'daf., How to gef -there? .SinpleiHow 
'abouf some -kind of' Vir'd'or a Tfodari or even a Makar?. Think of some 
of the interesting questions Burroughs could answer.,,What would the 
inhabitants be like? Would they be small so that the- moon would seem 
as big to them as the, earth does to us, or would they be tall and 
thin because of. the reduced gravitation. How would the gravitation 
effect anyone from "the surface of .Pellucidar? The light .pull of the 
moon- offset by the strong pull- of Pellucidar only a mile overhead? 
The light pull of noon added to the .strong pull: of Pellucidar-when a 
person is on the opposite side of the satellite? 

.Last, but very interesting to all fame ojT E.R.B* how would you 
like to read a biography or. an autobiography about the.creator of 
Tarzan? 


These are only a feyr-. suggestions fir Burroughs books, .Maybe you 
have better ideas of.your-own. Why not share than with'thd readers 
of the Burroughs Bulletin? Send then in. 

-f --——--- 

what X mean. 


Book Review continued- - - 
fc.r he has caught the spirit of 
youth that rings true to life. 

But what is-most amazing is the 
seemingly new Tarzan tha.t battles 
his way through odds in the beck. 
•There is a magnetism that words 
can hardly convey in a review of 
this new bock, and only through a 
thorough reading of it, can one 
-who is familiar with the adventur¬ 
es of-the ape-naii, realize just 


There is not a dull line in the 
entire beck and one’s^ interest is 
magnetized with the turning of 
each page untill the last, and if 
a reader who enjoys good, straight, 
adventure bookp.'doesn’t wish the 
book could go on aiid on, then he 
must; indeed be wearied of life it¬ 
self. 

The -illustrations by Johp- Cole- 
nan burroughs are. excellent l . "-D^r- 
zan and the Foreign Legion'" is- a 
truly grea,t beck! 



